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Email PPHPOA Board: pphpoa@bellsouth.net

A Note from PPHPOA President  Bob Audette

T
hough difficult to describe, it is quiet in 
Port Pine Heights in the summer. There is 
very little traffic which works in favor of 
the many newborn fawns as they start to 

explore our neighborhood on their springy little legs. 
It is a treat to see as nature renews every year. We 
have turtles returning to nest on our beaches, birds 
nesting and feeding, and alligators and crocodiles can 
be seen. We have had reports of manatee sightings in 

our canal system. With pods of dolphins off our shores and an endless 
variety of fish near shore, all species seem to live in harmony.

How very fortunate we are to be able to call such a beautiful place 
home. We are even more fortunate to share all of this with wonderful 
neighbors  — people who have shown themselves to be caring and 
giving to an extent usually found in small, close communities. In spite 
of the fact that there is a constant turnover for many reasons, new 
residents seem quick to appreciate what our community has to offer.

As we welcome back our traveling neighbors, we hope you had a 
safe summer and look forward to getting together again.

We are preparing for a busy season with “Santa in the Park”, the 
General Meeting with budget discussion and board nominations, the 
Christmas Party in January, Annual Yard Sale, the Pig Roast and our 
Election Meeting. Everyone is invited to attend all our functions where 
we share good times with our members and residents.

We will be scheduling canal trimming to help with your canals. 
Please call me at 305-872-2170 for a spot on the list or to volunteer.

We had a report of outboard engines being taken from a 
neighborhood boat. Be aware, and report suspicious activity to the 
Sheriff’s Dispatch: 305-289-2351. M

PPHPOA CALENDAR 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
6:00 PM — SANTA ARRIVES 7:00 PM 
SANTA IN THE PARK
Key Deer Park (Community Park)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11 @ 10:00 AM  
GENERAL MEETING
Key Deer Park (Community Park)
Budget Discussion & Board Nominations 
Everyone is welcome.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 @ 6:00 PM
CHRISTMAS IN JANUARY
Moose Lodge (See page 2)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
PPHPOA YARD SALE 
Individual homes

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22 @ 2:00 PM
PIG ROAST
Key Deer Park (Community Park)

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 @ 10:00 AM
ELECTION MEETING
Key Deer Park (Community Park)
Everyone is welcome.

mailto:portpineheights%40gmail.com?subject=PPHPOA%20Note%20to%20Editor
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CHRISTMAS 
in JANUARY PARTY

SUNDAY  
JANUARY 26

6 - 10 

MOOSE LODGE 
21 WILDER ROAD

Price of Admission: Bring a Dish and BYOB
RSVP Cyndy & Bob Audette      

(305) 872-2170   /  cmaudette@comcast.net

mailto:cmaudette@comcast.net
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Thanks to all our sponsors!  
Our sponsors’ ads help to pay for PPHPOA activities.

29967 Overseas Hwy. 
Big Pine Key, FL   

www.BestKeysAgent.com   

Thinking of selling your home? 
Call for a confidential consultation. 

~ 305-304-6949 ~ 

Canal Trimming 
BOB AUDETTE

Due to the devastation caused by Hurricane 
Irma in September, 2017, including debris 
in canals and damage to our Association’s 

pontoon boat, we were unable to offer help with canal 
trimming. Once the canals were cleared of debris and 
repairs were made to our pontoon boat, we were able 
to help on a limited basis.

We have been trying to secure assistance with the 
removal and disposal of cut vegetation through various 
government agencies. Any assistance we may receive 
will be limited to vegetation cut from publicly-owned 
lots — federal, state and county.

We are constantly reminded that private property 
owners are required to maintain the canals adjacent to 
their property. Monroe County Codes for Waterways, 
Sec. 26-4 states that property owners are prohibited 
from allowing vegetation or trees to interfere with 
vessels traveling upon navigable canals.  Part B basically 
explains that vegetation extending from the shoreline 
by more than 10% of the canal width constitutes a 
navigational hazard (approximately 3 feet on the side 
canals and 5 feet on the two main canals).

We will continue to offer assistance to our residents 
to help them comply with codes and avoid penalties 
for violation. As in the past, the property owner is 
responsible for disposal of debris.

Association membership dues, $25 per year, has 
provided for the pontoon boat, maintenance, and 
equipment needed for the canal trimming that benefits 
all of our residents. Continued support from our loyal 
members, new members, and volunteers is needed so 
we can continue to provide this help with the trimming.

See municode on the next page.



4

D E C E M B E R  2019

Canal Trimming     CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Sec. 26-4. - Property owners prohibited from 
allowing vegetation or trees to interfere with vessels 
traveling upon navigable canals.
(a)Definitions. Definitions shall apply as provided in this 
article or as referenced from other chapters as appropriate.

(b)Prohibition on causing or permitting trees to interfere 
with vessels upon any manmade water body. No real 
property owner may cause, suffer, or permit a tree, trees 
or other vegetation, to grow, or otherwise extend, from his 
real property into or over a manmade water body in such 
a way or manner as to constitute a navigational hazard to, 
or to interfere with, vessels engaged in a journey or ride 
upon the manmade water body. It shall be presumed that 
vegetation extending from the shoreline of a manmade 
water body beyond the approximate mean low water mark 
by more than ten percent of the overall perpendicular width 
of the water body at the point of measurement constitutes 
a navigational hazard. This presumption is aligned with the 
permitted limits for the construction of docking facilities in 
the land development regulations.

(c)Penalties for violation.

(1)Pursuant to F.S. § 125.69(1), violations of this section shall 
be prosecuted in the same manner as misdemeanors are 
prosecuted. Such violation shall be prosecuted in the name 
of the state in a court having jurisdiction of misdemeanors 
by the prosecuting attorney thereof and upon conviction 
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by 
imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed 60 days or by 
both fine and imprisonment.

(2)Violations of this section shall also be punished as in 
section 8-4, and F.S. ch. 162, or by prosecution before the 
code enforcement special magistrate as provided prosecution 
pursuant to the citation and civil infraction procedure in 
chater 8, article II, and F.S. ch. 162.

(3)This section may also be enforced through any 
lawful procedure or process available to the county for 
the enforcement of its ordinances, including by way of 
illustration and not limitation, suits for injunctive relief.
(Code 1979, § 5.5-17; Ord. No. 42-2001, §§ 1—3; Ord. No. 031-2002, § 2; 
Ord. No. 020-2003, §§ 4, 5; Ord. No. 005-2005, § 1)  M

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
ELLEN EMMERICH

PPHPOA members: You are invited 
to submit letters and articles of interest to your 
neighbors in Port Pine Heights. Aim for 200 to 
800 words. We like photos with captions (please 
keep attachments under 2 MG). Although this is 
not an invitation to promote your own business, 
reviews are welcome. Submit by email (only) to: 
portpineheights@gmail.com   M
 

President:  Robert Audette
Vice President: John McCaffrey
Secretary: Jacqueline Nobili
Treasurer: Barbara Hormuth

Director: Alan Ballas
Director: Robert Banford
Director: Hernan Cortes
Director: Elizabeth Greco-DeGrenier 
Director: David Gobleman

PPHPOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

mailto:portpineheights%40gmail.com?subject=PPHPOA%20Note%20to%20Editor


D E C E M B E R  2019

5



D E C E M B E R  2019

6

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
GOOD WORK! 
PORT PINE 
HEIGHTS
SCENES 

ENTRY PLANTINGS & 
DECOR THANKS TO A 
VOLUNTEER >

SUPERIOR 
CUSTOM-BUILT  
CORRAL

VOLUNTEERS 
BUILDING THE NEW 
GRILL/ FIREPLACE 
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To renew 
your 

membership, 
simply mail  

in your check.
No need to use this 

form unless your 
address or email has 

changed. 

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!  
PPHPOA Membership Year Starts April 1st
The membership year runs from April 1, 2019 through 
March 31, 2020. We’ve been able to keep our dues at 
$25 per year for over 20 years. Whether you’re a renter, 
a homeowner, or a landlord, you will benefit from our 
association. 

Need more information? Email pphpoa@bellsouth.net or 
call Chuck Griffin at 305-394-7251. M

Where Your Dollars Go  
(THE SHORT LIST)

•  Maintain pontoon boat for canal trimming 

•  Key Deer Park and tiki hut maintenance 

•  Mowing equipment for lots in common

•  Newsletter printing and mailing 

• Sign maintenance 

• Advocating for our neighborhood

• Special events and more!

MEMBERSHIP  FORM 
ELIGIBILITY All residents and property owners of PPH may become members,  
including residents of Kyle-Dyer and Seaview. 

DUES — $25  per household for the membership year: April 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020.

CHECK ONE :    Full Membership: For homeowners in Port Pine Heights, Seaview,  
or Kyle-Dyer. Full Membership includes voting rights in the association.

	   Associate Membership: For residents of Port Pine Heights who do not  
own their home in PPH. OR for owners of an undeveloped lot in  
Port Pine Heights, Seaview, or Kyle-Dyer. Does not include voting rights. 

FIRST NAME  LAST NAME 

EMAIL ADDRESS (NEVER SHARED)

PREFERRED MAILING ADDRESS:      STREET

CITY  STATE  ZIP

BIG PINE KEY STREET ADDRESS — IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE 

PHONE(S)  MOBILE

AMOUNT     $25 + Donation $________  = Total Enclosed $__________ Make check payable to PPHPOA. 
MAIL TO     PPHPOA • PO BOX 430043 • BIG PINE KEY, FL 33043 



PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

PPHPOA  
PO BOX 430043 

BIG PINE KEY, FL 33043

PPHPOA@BELLSOUTH.NET

PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

© 2019  PPHPOA 

Really? Still getting the PPHPOA Post in the mail? 
PLEASE send your email address to PPHPOA@bellsouth.net 
to get your full-color version via email!

mailto:PPHPOA@bellsouth.net
mailto:PPHPOA@bellsouth.net

